Proposal to Amend City Code Chapter 6-114 (f) (1)

The Cape Story Civic League respectfully requests that the city code Chapter 6-114 (f) (1), be modified & amended to allow sailboats to be parked on the first 25 feet of dune (starting at the northern edge of the dune) in the area between Beech Street and Kendall Street in the neighborhood of Cape Story by the Sea.

Discussion

The residents of Cape Story and the Cape Story Civic League have recently been notified by the City of Virginia Beach Police Department that a complaint has been lodged against the owners of three (3) catamaran sailboats for being illegally parked on the sand dunes north of and adjacent to the Cape Story neighborhood. Upon further discussion with the police department, and review of the City Codes, it has become apparent that all of the approximately 20 sailboats along the boundary of Cape Story by the Sea are illegally parked, in violation of Chapter 6-114 (f) (1). 

The residents of Cape Story and the Cape Story Civic League ask that the City Code be amended for the following reasons.

1. Moving the boats from the dune to the beach where they can be legally parked would create the following hardships:

a. Due to the narrowness of the beach, the boats would take up a large area of the beach, which is otherwise used by beach-goers during the summer.

b. Due to the narrowness of the beach, boats parked on the beach would be subject to damage or destruction during storms and exceptional high tides, whereas the dune offers significant protection.

c. Due to the narrowness of the beach, boats parked on the beach would interfere with trash collection during high tides.

d. Boats kept on the beach would be more likely subject to theft or vandalism due to their easy access.

e. Additional trailer traffic and trailer parking issues as boat owners trailer boats to the beach.

2. The sailboats contribute to the character of the neighborhood.

3. The boats have been parked in the neighborhood and primarily in their current locations (within the first 25 ft of the dune area) for the past 20+ years with few if any complaints.

4. Inspection of the dunes in the areas where boats are currently parked shows that the boats do not cause any significant erosion or damage to the grasses and may actually contribute to the protection of the dune by offering a barrier to the winds.

5. Other beach neighborhoods, with large beaches, offer space and protection for sailboat owners to park their boats on the beach and not face most of the hardships noted in item 1, above.

6. Allowing parking of the boats only in the first 25 feet of the dune area would allow the boats to be easily accessible and minimize any trespass on the dune. It would also keep the remaining dune area pristine and clear of boats.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter,

Cape Story by the Sea Civic League

Additional Information:

· Other than the Sec 6-114 we are proposing to modify, the only other city code that I could find regarding the dunes is section 6-14, shown below in its entirety.

Sec. 6-14. Disturbing or removing structures, grass, etc., placed to catch sand for rebuilding dunes.

It shall be unlawful and a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to disturb or remove any structure erected or maintained or any grass, vines, shrubbery or brush located within two hundred (200) feet of the shoreline of the city for the purpose of catching sand for rebuilding sand dunes.

(Code 1965, § 6-11)

Note:  The dunes are approximately 0-80 ft from the high tide line (by visual inspection).

· There are signs posted on the beach which state “Please Keep Off Dunes/City Code 6-10, 6-11”. These codes (6-10 and 6-11) were repealed in 2004.

· The following link shows an aerial view of some sailboats in question. You can see that the dunes do not appear negatively impacted.

http://local.google.com/maps/ms?ie=UTF8&hl=en&msa=0&ll=36.915283,-76.064197&spn=0.002569,0.004313&t=h&z=18&om=0
· The following photos show the lack of available beach for boat parking in some locations. There was beach here this summer. Boats parked here would have been damaged or destroyed. (Note the existing volleyball pole, which has been recently revealed by the storm. This shows how the dunes have been expanding toward the beach over the past years.)
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· The following photos show the dune grasses growing around the sailboats and the minimum impact that the boats are having on the dunes.
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